or chisel on plaster because the plaster could shatter.

In a newer home, you may have metal sill plates. A metal sill acts as a gutter at the
bottom of the wall cavity. Drill a hole at floor level to drain the water, using a hand or
cordless drill.

Repeat the process to drain all the wall cavities. Depending on the spacing between
studs in your walls, make a hole every 16 inches or every 24 inches. Watch out for the
wiring, which is usually at the same height as your electrical outlets. [f there is wet
insulation, you will have to remove the wallboard in order to take out all the insulation.

Dry the Ceilings and Walls

Flood-soaked wallboard should be removed and thrown away. Plaster and paneling
can often be saved, but you still need to get air circulating in the wall cavities to dry the
studs and sills. Different approaches are used for different materials.

Wallboard

If dirty floodwaters soaked the wallboard at least 4 feet above the floor, take down all
the wallboard and replace it. If the water was less than 4 feet deep, remove the lower
4 feet of wallboard. You can fill the gap with new 4 ft. x 8 ft. Wallboard sheets installed
sideways. If you have Styrofoam insulation ---or no insulation---and the wallboard was
soaked with clean rainwater, you can dry the walls without removing the wallboard by
using the technique explained below for plaster walls. But you will need to remove wet
insulation if it is not Styrofoam.

Plaster Walls

If the plaster or wallboard is clean and in good shape, you can drill or cut ventilating
holes in each wall cavity. Place holes low enough so they will be covered by the
baseboard after the wall dries out. Open up the wall on both sides of interior walls.
For exterior walls, drill or cut holes only on the inside of the house. However, if there is
wet insulation, you will have to remove the plaster or wallboard in order to take out all
the insulation.

Concrete Block

The cavities in a concrete block wall will drain on their own. The water will not damage
the concrete like it will wood or wallboard.

Wall Covering



